THEME STATEMENT
 
Name of Official Participant: Czech Republic
Date of Submission of the Theme Statement: 06.03.2013
Date of Application: 04.03.2013
 
Theme of Participation:
The working title of Czech participation on the EXPO 2015 is „Laboratory of Life“.
 
The concept and the educational dimension:
Focus:
To the theme „Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life“, Czech republic would like to contribute as a country with a rich history in both agriculture and food production as well as a country, that is considered, in specific fields, number one in the world. It wants to present the experience and innovation in taking care of water sources and their use, the results of  both biochemical and nano-technological researches from the science institutes, that can be applied in taking care of the environment , health of all the people and animals and in the production of wholesome food.         
Target:
The theme „Laboratory of Life“ is supposed to show the visitors, through experience and innovation, a way of keeping a balance between using natural resources and taking care of the environment. How to keep a harmless agricultural production and the shaping of landscapes in accord with the original environment and sustainable development. Czech innovations – for instance in the field of organic chemistry and nanotechnology – are employed with great success in other countries and they are used to take care of the environment and peoples health all over the world.
Itinerary
I.                    Water
Czech Republic is both geographically and historically a place, where civilization and life itself have good conditions for its development – it is also called the heart of Europe, which it fulfills not only through its location and cultural significance, but also as a watershed of the entire continent (the roof of Europe).  
Taking care of water, forming the landscape and the utilization of agricultural and livestock productions is reflected in the character of Czech cities and villages, a rich biodiversity and high quality food products. Fresh or even healing water is the foundation of the most famous of Czech products – especially beer.
 Taking care of water – discovering its sources and ecological methods of cleaning it – is a global activity of the Czech Republic, used mainly by countries with limited access to water. Czech projects on collecting and using water are helping in tens of African and Arab states.
II.                  Science
Czech Republic is a center of world importance in the research and innovation in the fields of organic chemistry and nanotechnology. It is exactly these fields that are, through their application, related to the theme „Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life“.   
To carry on after the world patents on antivirotics (including medicine against AIDS), after global medical projects (vaccination on five continents), or to carry on after the development of friendly drugs for farm animals, the Czech Republic would like to have the world premiere in presenting drugs against obesity on the EXPO  2015.    
World patents in nanotechnology open a virtually limitless amount of possibilities, being used in all areas of human activity – Czech Republic wants to use them in both building the pavilion and in the realization of low-energy and ecological technologies, for example purifying water and air.
III.               Regions of the Czech Republic
Fourteen regions of the Czech Republic and tens of historical cities (twelve of these under the protection of UNESCO) are places, where traditional agriculture and food production deeply affect cultural and business life.
Traditional methods of water management unique in the world, gave birth to unparalleled city centers and also affected the forming of the landscape – for example on the set of South Bohemian carp ponds or on the Lednice-Valtice area under the protection of UNESCO.      
Regional specialties (tens of which are made under the EU trademark) enable the use of local sources and the production strength of individual regions, they widen the gastronomical variety of the national cuisine and are an important part of Czech export – both ingredients (meat, milk, eggs) and foods (beers, liqueurs, biscuits etc.)    
 
Architectural Project
On the EXPO 2015, Czech Republic wants to present itself with its own pavilion sized 700-900 meters squared. A tender will be created for the builder halfway through the year 2013, but we can already see, that a part of the task will be a request for original architecture, as well as using ecological materials and low-energy technologies. At the moment, preliminary negotiations are taking place, about the use of original concepts of the architects Jan Kaplicky (author of the Enzo Ferrari museum in Modena) or Jiří Javůrek (author of the pavilion  Storks nest in the Czech Republic)and others.
 
 

Technology Plan
The Czech pavilion will be made from environmentally friendly materials and will use low-energy technologies. The final look will be based on the victorious architectural design.
The interior will be made of new construction materials (for example „eco-pannels“) and a modern design with the use of a traditional Czech product – glass.
Sustainability
The Czech pavilion will be energetically undemanding and will be built as a demountable building, so it can be taken apart after the EXPO 2015 and built again on a chosen location in the Czech Republic (possible uses are already being discussed – they include a university area or the town center).  

Exhibition Content
Description
Both the pavilion and the interior exposition will reflect the theme of water and will be equipped with technologies for its cleaning and safe usage. A part of the exposition „Laboratory of Life“ will be a brand new system „Fresh Air, Fresh Water, Fresh Energy“ based on nanotechnology. The manufacturer expects to present the system in a world premiere on the EXPO 2015. Another part will be an interactive lab, which will, in the spirit of the Czech thinker John Amos Comenius „school by play“, introduce visitors to the role of biochemistry in medicine.  
A part of the interior exposition will also be installations of current Czech artists, whose works will be connected to the EXPO 2015 theme and to the theme of the Czech pavilion. They should symbolically focus on the balance between using the nature and taking care of it, on sustainable development and ecology, on taking decent care of farm animals and on the protection of all animal species.  
 
Food and Beverages
There should be two restaurants in the Czech pavilion – one for about a 100 people, including staff in a covered area outside. The second one for about 30 people, meant for the guests of the pavilion and visitors, who would like to give the culinary experience more time.
A permanent menu will include the foods representing healthy and fresh dishes and Czech national cooking recipes – such as game, freshwater fish and of course Czech beer, which is protected by the EU as a brand and which people will be able to brew right in the restaurant „Fresh Spirit“.
The offer of ingredients and specialties will be regularly enriched with regional specialties based on which region will currently be presenting itself on the exposition – the concept is a two week cycle for all 14 regions of the Czech Republic.  
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Event Programme
A permanent part of the exposition will be a panoramatic projection complemented with a polyecran projection (projecting on areas placed in the space in front of the canvas of the panoramatic cinema), whose purpose will be the presentation of Czech Republic in the context of historical and current connections to the theme of the EXPO 2015.
The concept relies on the National day, which should present current Czech culture and arts to the visitors on as large an area of the EXPOsite as possible – the point is to offer a dissection of the crafts from modern theater and music to classical ballet and opera.
The concept also relies on a series of regional days, which will – within the presentation of individual regions (approximately every two weeks) – present, in an interactive form, their history culture and abilities (including traditional crafts connected to agriculture and food production) in the exposition and on the area around the pavilion.   
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