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This concept encompasses the ideological objective of the Czech Republicôs participation  

at EXPO 2010 recommended for realisation by the Advisory Board of the Commissioner General 

of the Czech Republicôs Participation at EXPO 2010, which is elaborated into a detailed list  

of the main activities for the participation and implementation of the Czech Republicôs 

participation at EXPO 2010 and whose financial details are contained in the ñEXPO 2010 

Budgetò. 

 

 

1.  The main theme of EXPO 2010 

 

The main theme of EXPO 2010 in Shanghai, as announced by the organisers, is: 

    “Better City, Better Life” 

The sub-theme announced by organisers, which serves to inspire participant states to develop 

their own themes, is as follows: 

 Blending of diverse cultures in the city;  

 Economic prosperity in the city;  

 Innovation of science and technology in the city;  

 Remodelling of communities in the city;  

 Rural-urban interaction  

The objective of EXPO 2010ôs organisers is to focus the international communityôs attention on 

contemporary problems of the growth and development of cities, mainly emphasising on the 

harmony between man, technologies and the natural environment. The main theme reflects the 

common interest of the global community in the 21
st
 century to handle the tumultuous 

development of urban areas as far as the quality of life of their citizens is concerned. 

 

Over the decades, the Czech Republic has been addressing the process of rapid urbanisation 

relatively successfully in all of the defined sub-themes. We perceive the EXPO as the Economic 

and Cultural Olympics of the Nations. The subsequent concept of the Czech Republicôs 

participation at the EXPO is subordinated to this. We wish to present the Czech Republic in the 

wider context, than was the case at past EXPOS, at which the Czech Republicôs exhibitions were 

strongly focused at artistic and cultural fields. Our objective in EXPO 2010 is to attract visitors, 

more than 90% of which will be Chinese, and show them the best that our nation has created in 

the field of urban civilisation. At the same time, we also want to employ modern technologies  

to present the Czech Republic to those who visit the EXPO virtually on the Internet. 

 

However much it is necessary to design the exhibition with the Chinese/Asian visitor in mind, we 

wish to present all EXPO 2010 visitors with an attractive image of the Czech Republic in the 

third millennium. The exhibition must be interesting enough to attract visitors and create  

a positive awareness of the Czech Republic. Our objective is to convert physical as well as virtual 



visitors to the Czech pavilion into people with an active interest in the Czech Republic,  

in the sense of the tourism sector, culture as well as business contacts. 

 

 

 

 

Exhibition site plan of EXPO 2010  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

2.  The themes of the Czech Republicôs national participation at EXPO 2010 

 

The following requirements formed the basis for selecting the themes of the Czech Republicôs 

exhibition: 

 

o Respect the main theme of the EXPO - ñBetter City, Better Lifeò 

o Present the Czech Republic as a creator of unique civilisation values 

o Do not restrict the pavilion and exhibition designer to a narrowly defined theme  

o Create space for creativity, surprise and innovative solutions 

o Attract and capture the interest of visitors, particularly visitors from China 

o Expand the presentation of the Czech Republic to fields other than art 

o Present the Czech Republic as a tourist destination and an interesting territory for investment  

 

 

The term ñcityò has always been associated with the term ñcivilisationò (from ñcivitasò, the Latin 

word for civilisation) since Roman times. Lewis Mumford, an American historian, who defined  

a city as „A special structure which, fine and compact, has been designed to preserve the 

fruits of human civilisation”, is very inspirational. 

  

Unlike many other states, we have managed to protect the fruits of the diverse cultures that 

participated in the development of civilisation in our cities ï e.g. in the form of historical city 

centres, which live their own lives to this day, are naturally incorporated into the surrounding 

modern built environment and have become an integral part of contemporary cities. Similarly, the 

former and contemporary co-existence of various cultures and communities, which enrich the 

cities and life in them. Even now, Czech cities are busy creating better conditions for life and 

other values, for example in the form of constant improvements in the standard of city life and 

the interaction between the city and the state. One of the strengths of the Czech Republic remains 

the high urban standard of its cities, accented in the last 20 years of the Czech Republicôs 

development. 

 

The formulation and positive presentation of cultural and economic aspects of civilisation in the 

Czech Republic represents an important opportunity for expressing the ability of our nation to 

exist in harmony not only with itself, but also with the environment that surrounds us. 

 

In creating the theme, we also took account of the fact that the EXPO in Shanghai is an 

exceptional opportunity to intensify the level of business contacts between China and the Czech 

Republic. The international significance of the Peopleôs Republic of China is on the increase, 

thanks to not only the stateôs massive GDP growth but also to the introduction of modern 

technologies in industrial plants and Chinaôs endeavour to improve the quality of its urban 

agglomerations. 

 



Similarly, the bilateral relations between the Czech Republic and China are deepening and 

improving. Both parties have clearly declared their interests in a number of joint declarations: 

 

 Expand upon mutual investments, 

 Constantly improve the scope and level of mutual management and trading co-operation, 

 Continue to support the business subjects and to provide them with favourable conditions 

for the sake of mutually advantageous co-operation. 

 

In its pro-export policy concept, the Government of the Czech Republic has identified the 

Peoples Republic of China as a state with priority export interest. In concurrence with this 

concept, the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic compiled a territorially 

conceptual document on the strategy of advancing the trading and economical interests of the 

Czech Republic in China, whose main objective is to create optimum conditions for the growth of 

Czech exports to China. One of the first recommendations contained in this document is to 

intensify the official Czech-Chinese dialogue, with the high frequency of mutual relations being  

a strong impulse for further development of mutually advantageous co-operation, to which the 

Czech Republicôs participation at EXPO 2010 at Shanghai will also undoubtedly contribute. 

 

This year, China will be the capital of the sporting world as the venue for the summer Olympic 

Games. Whereas the Olympics only last two weeks, the World EXPO lasts six months ï which 

makes it a great opportunity to present the Czech Republic not only to China but also to other 

states of interest. EXPO 2010 will also be the centre of attention for political and economical 

representatives. 

 

Our objective is to present the Czech Republic as an attractive and flourishing state in the 

heart of Europe, which is contributing to the creation and preservation of civilisation values 

in a unique way. 

 

This is the reason why we chose the following as the Czech Republic’s theme for EXPO 

2010: 

   

òFruits of civilisationò 

 

This theme allows a positive and attractive presentation of the Czech Republic, and respects the 

main theme of EXPO 2010 ï ñBetter City, Better Lifeò, and creates the foundations for wide-

ranging cultural, political and economic activities of the Czech Republic in EXPO 2010. 

Furthermore, it provides creative teams, who will compete with their designs for the Czech 

exhibition, extensive room to creatively develop the EXPOôs fundamental idea from the 

viewpoint of all aspect of our nation.  

 

 

3.  The themes of the Czech Republicôs national participation at EXPO 2010 

 

 

3.1. Pavilion, exhibition 

 



The extensive EXPO 2010 site, covering an area of 5.3 km
2
, is located in Pudong,  

a fast developing part of Shanghai, which in 2010 will celebrate the 20
th
 anniversary of its 

existence.  

 

An expected 200 nations are to participate in the EXPO, with the number of visitors envisaged to 

exceed 70 million, making the Shanghai EXPO the biggest World Expo in history. More than 

90% of all visitors will be from China and other Asian states. 

 

In view of the expected visitor numbers, our primary aim was to secure attractive space for the 

Czech pavilion. For this reason, it was our endeavour from the very beginning to secure  

a location near one of the main entrances, the metro station and the main pedestrian thoroughfare 

of EXPO near the so-called European Plaza of Attractions. Our other condition was to have  

a stand-alone Czech pavilion. After negotiations with the EXPO organisers, the Czech Republic 

managed to secure the only such site in the European zone meeting these prerequisites. A unified 

pavilion, with an area of 2000 m
2
, was available in this zone, in respect of which we concluded  

a contract and can commence with the necessary building modifications (both exterior and 

interior) as of its handover by the organisers in May 2009. The size of this pavilion also 

corresponds to the expected visitor number. Our aim is to plan the pavilion as well as the 

exhibition as a whole, which will present the motto of our exhibition in a uniform manner. 

Together with the module, we also received from the organisers a 160 m
2
 space in front of the 

pavilion free of charge, which we intend to use for cultural and social activities. 

 

The organisers have leased these modules at RMB 3900/m
2
, with member states of the BIE,  

to which the Czech Republic also belongs, receiving a 15% discount from the organisers.  

 

The utmost emphasis will be placed on the attractiveness of the pavilion and the exhibition. The 

demands on their form will be set in the brief of the tender for the design of the chosen 

theme;òFruits of civilisationò. The pavilion and the exhibition must fulfil the theme of the Czech 

Republicôs participation whilst also being attractive for visitors and facilitating the smooth 

operation for the duration of the exhibition. 

 

The concrete form of our exhibition will be the subject of the tender for the script, libretto and 

layout of the pavilion, the documentation of which will be compiled during May 2008, with the 

objective being to announce a tender in June 2008, with the outermost conclusion of this tender 

process being in May ï July 2009. The main criteria for the evaluation and subsequent selection 

of the exhibitionôs content will be: 

 

 price 

 ideological elaboration of the given theme ï Fruits of civilisation 

 exceptional nature of the idea 

 high aesthetic level 

 



         
Czech pavilion 

Location at the EXPO site 
 

 

 

Á close to the metro station 

Á directly near the descent from the Skywalk - an elevated pedestrian walkway 

Á on the European Plaza ï the venue of cultural and social activities 

Á opposite Section Côs main catering area 

 

 

Plan of the Sections  

 

 
         Section C - Pavilion CZ 

 



Plan of the standardised 2000 m
2
 module  

 

 

 

 

 
Scale 1:100   Standardised 2000 m

2
 module 

 

 

 

The above module will be handed over to the Czech Republic in May 2009, when the office will 

be able to hand them over to the winner of the public tender for the script, libretto and 

implementation of the exhibition, who will subsequently be able to modify it in terms of the 

rendering of the exterior (facade, roof), predominantly vis- -̈vis the exhibition. 

 

 



3.2. Key components of the pavilion 

 

Because our aim is to present both the cultural and economic aspects of the Czech Republic, we 

are envisaging a pavilion with the operation of a so-called VIP restaurant and store, which will 

present the relevant Czech business entities in an appropriate way. This is also the only form  

of open economic activity enabled by the BIE (Bureau International des Expositions, 

International Bureau of Expositions) regulations, the supervising body of the EXPO. 

 

As an innovation in the Czech Republicôs economic presentation, we will set up a meeting room 

in the pavilion. For the duration of the expo, this enclosed area will serve important state officials 

of the Czech Republic and contractual partners from the business sector as a venue for holding 

meetings with their Chinese counterparts as well as with officials of other participating nations, 

and will be modified to meet the needs of specific meetings. This meeting room will be a place 

where we can also freely showcase business subjects and the Czech Republicôs economic and 

trading successes, which cannot, in view of the regulations of the world exhibitions, be promoted 

openly in the Czech Republicôs pavilion.  

 

 

3.3. Czech National Day and Accompanying programmes 

 

Aside from the main exhibition, we also took advantage of the possibility to hold a Czech 

National Day, which is the traditional climax of our presentation at EXPOS and is regularly 

attended by top officials of the Czech Republic and their delegations. We also wish to take 

advantage of the so-called Accompanying programmes, which ï unlike at past world exhibitions 

ï we intend to concentrate solely into two locations: the EXPO 2010 site in Shanghai and Peking, 

the capital city. In this way, we wish to focus our efforts and means on a smaller number of 

targeted and high quality activities. 

 

The scheme of Accompanying programmes and their overall focus will be the subject of concrete 

discussions with experts, i.e. the members of the Advisory Board of the Commissioner General. 

We also wish to create, in co-operation with experts in the given area, such Accompanying 

programmes that would promote the Czech Republic in the most appropriate manner and in view 

of the given territory.   

We are considering the following preliminary programmes: 

 

 

 Czech National Day 

 Presentation of the regions and the capital city of Prague 

 Czech week of art and culture  

 Accompanying programmes - Peking 

 Urban Best Practice ï ñPearls of the Czech Republicò 

 EXPO online 

 Events linked with the opening and closing of the pavilion 

 Promotional events during the EXPO 

  

 



In January 2008, the organisers received a proposal with three possible dates:  

17
th
, 18

th
 and 25

th
 of September, in view of the Czech Philharmonic Orchestraôs scheduled tour of 

China.  

At present, the preliminary date for the Czech National Day has been set at 17 September 2010. 

  

  

3.4 Urban Best Practice Area (UBPA)   

 

An innovation at EXPO 2010 is a part of the EXPO site being prepared on the left bank  

of the Huangpu River, where approximately 30 of the best projects in the field of town planning 

will be presented. At the time that we commenced negotiations with the organisers  

(January 2008), 130 proposals had been submitted from the worldôs cities and the applications for 

the competition had a deadline of 31 January 2008. Despite all time pressures, we decided to 

submit one proposal, and after consulting the matter with the Architectural Community and with 

the Organisers, we selected the unique system of flood barriers protecting Pragueôs historic 

heritage from the five proposals. We submitted the proposal by the above deadline and 

intensively lobbied for it. Nevertheless, the other participantsô teams had been lobbying for their 

respective proposals for a number of months, and our chances were not great.  

Even so, we perceived the Czech Republicôs application to the competition as an important act 

from the viewpoint of our promotion. The final decision of the organisers on the inclusion of the 

project into the UBPA programme was made on 23 March 2008. The capital city of Prague was 

selected as one of the winning projects, from 116 applicants. The Czech Republicôs participation 

thus recorded its first important success and the project compiled by the capital city of Prague 

will be used in the stand-alone UBPA pavilion. We also intend to post it as part of a 3D 

presentation on EXPO online (see below). 

 

               

3.5 Czech Youth and EXPO 2010         

 

Our intention is also to use the exhibition to highlight our youngest generationôs ideas concerning 

cities and what life will be like in them. This is the reason that we will announce, in co-operation 

with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Physical Education of the Czech Republic,  

a competition on the vision with the theme ñWhat will make my city and life in it better in twenty 

years timeò.  We want to obligate the supplier of the exhibition to interpret the winning vision 

and to incorporate it into the Czech exhibition. Then, in co-operation with the sponsor, we will 

invite the winner of this competition to the EXPO in Shanghai. At the same time, we will present 

the best proposals in the Czech Republic in the form of a touring exhibition as part of the 

domestic promotion of the Czech Republicôs participation at EXPO 2010.   

 

      

4.  Presentation of EXPO 2010 in the Czech Republic 

 

We want the Czech Republicôs participation at EXPO 2010 to receive greater attention from the 

Czech public than was the case in previous national participations at world exhibitions. Besides 

traditional tools in the form of information campaigns, the exhibition of competition proposals 

for the design of the exhibition or a bulletin, we also intend to promote the Czech Republicôs 

participation by employing other means: 



 

   

4.1. EXPO online 

 

EXPO 2010 will be held at a very distant location. We will create a virtual electronic presentation 

of our pavilion and exhibition for people interested in seeing the EXPO site as well as our 

exhibition via the unique EXPO online project, where 3D technology will be used to allow 

people to visit the EXPO online. 

 

All national exhibitions can participate in the EXPO online project, which is a brand new element 

of world exhibitions. In this case, the Czech Republic elected the possibility of creating its own 

3D representation of the exhibition and intends to take advantage of virtual elements, which 

cannot be used in a traditional exhibition. A 2D presentation will be launched in May 2008 and 

the Czech Republic will add an interactive map of the Czech Republic into this presentation, 

which will represent the first ñlureò for future visitors of the Czech pavilion. 

 

The Czech Republicôs presentation on EXPO online will be prepared in co-operation with 

regions. In this way, we want to use this possibility to present the Czech Republic in a wider 

sense than is made possible by the pavilion and the exhibition. 

 

 

4.2. Website of the Czech Republicôs participation at the World EXPO 2010 

 

 

We wish to provide for the absolute transparency of the preparation and realisation of the Czech 

Republicôs participation and to facilitate access to information about our participation at the 

EXPO. To this end, we will also utilise a special website (www.czexpo.com), via which we will 

inform both the general and the professional public about the preparation and course of the 

EXPO. We will use it to achieve maximum information openness, by publishing briefs and the 

outcomes of tenders, and other information. This website will also contain links to the main 

website of EXPO in China, to EXPO Online and other components of EXPO promotion.  

 

 

4.3. Communication of the Czech Republicôs participation at the World EXPO 2010 

 

The fundamental ideology is to promote the Czech Republic to the physical visitors of the EXPO, 

virtual visitors on the Internet as well as to citizens and organisations in the Czech Republic. Our 

objective even here is to create a favourable awareness of the Czech Republic as an attractive and 

flourishing state in the heart of Europe, which is contributing to the creation and preservation of 

civilisation values in a unique way. We will monitor Czech citizensô awareness and opinions on 

the EXPO as well as real and virtual visitorsô perceptions of the Czech pavilion using public 

opinion surveys, analyses of views appearing in the media and other tools and subsequently 

familiarise the general public with this information. 

 

The experiences gained from past world exhibitions confirm that it is necessary to focus on 

delivering a uniform and visually compact presentation. The logo of our participation at EXPO 

2010 and the corporate identity must be reflected in all tools used as part of our presentation, 

http://www.czexpo.com/


including all brochures, catalogues, etc. Marketing support must be mainly intelligible, apt and 

unambiguous, and a uniform motif must thus be used, which will appear in the pavilion, as well 

as on all promotional items. 

 

Communication of the Czech Republicôs participation has three fundamental dimensions: 

 

 Presentation of the Czech Republic abroad ï participation at EXPO, accompanying 

programmes, etc. 

 Promotion of our participation in the Czech Republic ï keeping the general public 

informed 

 Virtual promotion (both in the Czech Republic and abroad) ï EXPO online, web 

presentation  

 

The important component of PR is, above all, intensive and high quality communication with the 

media, mainly during the preparation of the Czech Republicôs participation. Other tools to be 

used to inform the public will naturally be the website and a bulletin, whose final form and 

manner of distribution will be the outcome of consultations with media experts. 

 

Another no less important component of the presentation of the Czech Republicôs participation 

will also be a serial aired on public media channels ï Czech Radio and Czech Television. In co-

operation with Czech Television, viewers will be informed via the above-mentioned serial as well 

as within the framework of current affairs and news programmes of Czech Television, to which 

guests involved in the preparation or realisation of Czech Republicôs participation at EXPO will 

be invited. 

 

Besides a traditional advertising campaign, other tools will also be used in the Czech Republic to 

promote our nationôs participation, such as a competition for schools, which will be realised in 

co-operation with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Physical Education of the Czech 

Republic and individual regions of the Czech Republic. 

 

 

 

5.  Arrangement of the organisational and financial matters of the Czech Republicôs  

participation at EXPO 2010 

 

         

The realisation of the participation of the Czech Republic is entrusted to the budgetary 

organisation ñCommissioner General Office for the Participation of the Czech Republic in EXPO 

2010 General World Exhibitionò, with its registered office at street Ryt²Śsk§ 31, Prague, founded 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (hereinafter referred to as ñCGOò). 

 

An Advisory Board of the Commissioner General was appointed in February 2008, the members 

of which are important representatives from the areas of culture, art, business, exhibitions, public 

media and state administration (Appendix no. 2). The Advisory Board will also fulfil the role of  

a selection committee during the course of the tender for the ideology, script and layout of the 

pavilion. 



    

    

5.2. Apportioning the CGOôs duties into 2008 ï 2011 

 

 

This apportionment ensues from the project plan for EXPO 2010 and is the starting point for the 

creation of a budget and the drawing of funds in the individual years. It ensues from BIE 

regulations and the instructions of EXPO 2010 organisers. 

 

2008 

   

 Take-over by the CGO, including intangible assets and tangible assets assigned 

 Finding office space for the CGO 

 Equipping of the CGOôs offices, including the Project Room 

 Arranging the temporary financing of the CGO 

 Hiring staff for the EXPO 2010 project (key CGO employees and agency personnel) 

 Conclusion of contracts on the performance of work, agency personnel and the like 

 Mandatory notifications to the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Negotiations with the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Participation at events held by the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Contractual arrangement of the site and pavilion for the Czech Republicôs participation at 
the EXPO 

 Contractual arrangement of the Czech National Day at the EXPO 

 Compilation of the theme and concept of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Launch of the website for the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 
(www.czexpo.com), including the supplier and operator of this website 

 Compilation and negotiation of the budget for the Czech Republicôs participation at the 
EXPO 

 Draft of the resolution of the Czech Government to EXPO 2010, concept and budget 

 Appointment of the Advisory Board of the Commissioner General 

 Appointment of the tender committee for the main tender 

 Tender for the: 

o Legal advisor 

o Advisor for the tender 

o Communication agency, including magazines, promotional and gift items 

o Proposal of the collective work of the exhibition and the pavilion (script, libretto, 

é) and the delivery and operation of the pavilion and the exhibition   

 Supplier of activities not covered by the systematisation 

 Request for Tender for: 

o The brand, logotype, corporate identity and web design 

o Operation of the website 

o Support of the communication of the CGO Start 

 Ideological preparation of Accompanying programmes (in co-operation with the Advisory 

Board of the Commissioner General) 

http://www.czexpo.com/


 Conclusion of contracts with the CGOôs sponsors and contributors for the Czech 

Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Agreement on co-operation with CzechInvest, CzechTourism, CzechTrade, Ministry of 

Industry and Trade, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Finance 

 Press conference on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Presentation of the winning proposals, conclusion of contracts with the winning team ï 

the author of the collective work (in the case of the tender being completed by the end of 

2008; otherwise all in 2009, if the tender is not completed in 2008) 

 Announcement of the competition for schools 

 Securing the space for the CGO in Shanghai (offices, accommodation) 

 Arranging for the representation of the CGO in Shanghai 

 Formalisation of the co-operation with the Embassy of the Peopleôs Republic of China in 

the Czech Republic and the Consular Section of the Peopleôs Republic of China in the 

Czech Republic 

 The First Opinion Survey on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Preparation of the operation of the CGO in Shanghai  

  

 

2009 

   

 Mandatory notifications to the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO ï resultant appearance of 

the exhibition/pavilion 

 Conclusion of a contract with the winner of the tender for the design of the collective 

work 

 Presentation of the winning exhibition design 

 Take-over of the pavilion and its subsequent modification 

 Fabrication of the exhibition 

 Tender for the EXPO restaurant 

 Tender for the EXPO store 

 Tender for the operation of the Meeting Room 

 Tender for the supplier of equipment for the personnel of the Czech Republicôs 

participation at the EXPO 

 Preparation/implementation of accompanying programmes, including the preparation of 

printed material (catalogues) ï in co-operation with the Advisory Board, communication 

agency and expert committees in conjunction with the given accompanying programme 

 Preparation and implementation of the dramaturgy of the Czech National Day 

 Participation at events held by the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Contractual arrangement of the site and accommodation of the CGOôs staff at the 

Shanghai EXPO 

 Equipping of the CGOôs offices at the Shanghai EXPO 

 Launch of the CGOôs operations in Shanghai 

 Negotiations with the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Closing of the competition for schools 

 Updating the website of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Manufacturing of promotional, gift and sales items 



 Communication of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Press conference on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Providing for the logistical aspects of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Concluding contracts with sponsors of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Co-operation with CzechInvest, CzechTourism, CzechTrade, Ministry of Industry and 

Trade, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Finance 

 The Second Opinion Survey on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Issue of an occasional publication to the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Advertising campaign preparation and launch 

 Selection of hostesses ï consider hiring local personnel 

 Manufacture of costumes and accessories 

 Training of personnel for the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Conclusion of contracts for the TV serial about the Czech Republicôs participation at the 
EXPO 

 Decision on alternative ways of disposing of the EXPO and the fate of the exhibitions 

 

 

2010 

   

 Mandatory notifications to the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Participation at events held by the organisers of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Completion of the realisation of the pavilion, exhibition, restaurant and store by 15.3.2010 

 Completion of the realisation of the accompanying programmes by 15.3.2010 

 Press conference on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Take-over of the pavilion, exhibition and space by the CGO in the EXPO complex by 

30.4.2010 

 Trial operations from 1.4.2010 to 30.4.2010 

 Operation of the Shanghai EXPO 

 Realisation of the TV serial 

 Realisation of the Czech National Day ï 17.9.2010 

 Updating the website of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Organising the visits by officials of the Czech Republic and partners to the EXPO 

(Government, Parliament, Senate, TV, sponsors) 

 Organising the visits by officials of the Peopleôs Republic of China to the EXPO 

 Conclusion of contracts pertaining to the disposal of the EXPO and subsequent 

manipulation with the exhibitions 

 Preliminary evaluation of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Press conference on the closing of the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 The Third Opinion Survey on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Closing of the pavilion and securing of the exhibition 

 Disposal of the pavilion and the exhibition 

 Providing for the logistical aspects of the transportation of the exhibitions ï launch 

 Hand-over of the pavilion to the organisers of the EXPO 

 

 



 



2011 

   

 Providing for the logistical aspects of the transportation of the exhibitions ï completion 

 Settlement of obligations ensuing from contracts concluded with contractual partners 

 Financial closing date of the CGO pertaining to the Czech Republicôs participation at the 

EXPO 

 Closing press conference on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Closing report on the Czech Republicôs participation at the EXPO 

 Preservation of the CGOôs assets 

 Termination of contracts concluded with certain CGO staff 

 Handover of the CGO to a body prescribed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

 

Appendix no. 1 

 

Concise history of general world exhibitions 

 

During the 150 years of their existence, world exhibitions have always showcased new 

knowledge in the given era and reflected trends in the development of human civilisation. From 

merely displaying artefacts in the 19
th
 century, during the course of the 20

th
 century the exhibition 

field graduated to a more comprehensive presentation of the exhibits with all of their links and 

causal relationships. The number of participants was constantly on the increase, and interest in 

co-operation on international projects and theme-based pavilions was growing. New forms of 

communications entered the concept of the world exhibitions ï with organisers beginning to 

organise accompanying events, i.e. congresses, seminars, concerts, festivals, interactive projects, 

etc. The ever-growing emphasis on the interactive perception of the exhibitions was brought 

about by globalisation tendencies and revolutionary developments in the area of new 

technologies.  

 

 

Overview of the periods in the history of world exhibitions: 

 

1851 – 1867 demonstration of English and French superiority in the industrial 

world   

 

1873 – 1902 massive spread of world exhibitions to other developed states and 

continents (North America, Australia)   

 

1902 – 1928 attempts at introducing order to the organisation of exhibitions 

were crowned by the establishment of the BIE and the adoption of 

the diplomatic convention on world expositions 

 

from 1931 – present convention valid (amended by protocols from 1948, 1966, 1977 

and 1989) 

   

until 1946  BIE is part of the United Nations 



 

1958 – 1988 bipolar division of the world, competition as part of the Cold War 

 

from 1992 globalisation becomes the fundamental theme of world exhibitions, 

with exhibitions become ñSocial and Economic Olympicsò 

 

  

 

BIE - Bureau International des Expositions, International Bureau of Expositions 

 

The attempts at introducing some kind of order to the organisation of world exhibitions led to the 

establishment of a committee which met in Paris in order to focus on this issue at an international 

level. A committee (Federation des comites permanents des expositions) was established at  

a meeting of the most active states in 1908 in Brussels, which aspired to intensively influence the 

activities connected with world expositions. In the decade prior to the Second World War a total 

of 12 world exhibitions was held (with three being held in 1907 alone). However, the solution of 

the problem was postponed until after the war. Eventually a resolution was adopted in 1928, 

when 48 nations accepted the invitation of the French Government to the congress in Paris (five 

of which were observers, e.g. USA). A permanent Bureau of International Expositions (Bureau 

International des Expositions, the BIE) was established, with its registered office in Paris, and on 

22 November 1928 a total of 43 states signed a diplomatic convention, the primary objective of 

which was to assure the high quality of world expositions, and also, among other objectives,  

to limit their frequency. The convention was adopted on 17 January 1931. 

 

The supreme body of the BIE is its General Assembly, which meets twice a year and comprises 

of all 98 member states, including the Czech Republic. According to one of the fundamental rules 

of the BIE, the organising state must not request contributions from officially exhibiting foreign 

governments. 

 

The BIE divides the world exhibitions into two categories. The first of these are the so-called 

Category I. Exhibitions, or General World Exhibitions (EXPO 2010 Shanghai), which are held 

every 5 years, have a duration of no more than 6 months and are unrestricted in terms of the area 

of the exhibition site. Participating states can construct their own pavilions. EXPO 2010 in 

Shanghai belongs to this category.  

 

Category II. Exhibitions are specialised and focused on only one field or category of human 

activity. These types of exhibitions are always held in the period between two General World 

Exhibitions and may last no more than 3 months. The exposition site is limited to an area  

of 25 hectares and the participating states are prohibited from constructing their own pavilions. 

 

 

Czech and Czechoslovak participation at world exhibitions 

 

Creativity, progress, youthful spirit, unencumbered, the desire to discover something new, novel, 

surprising. That is one way to describe the Czech and Czechoslovak participation at world 

exhibitions, which date back to the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The greatest success in the history 

of the world exhibitions was reached by Czechoslovakia at the world exhibition in Brussels  



in 1958, where it won 56 prizes, including the prize for the best pavilion. Despite some 

commentators calling the Hannover world exhibition the ñlast World Exhibitionò, and predicting 

the extinction of such spectacles, after the overall success of EXPO 2005 in Aichi it is certain that 

the EXPO is here to stay. There are still plenty of states wishing to raise their international 

prestige and demonstrate their organisational skills by holding a world exhibition. EXPO 2005 

was also the first exhibition of the third millennium, which introduced a new approach to the very 

essence of world exhibitions, based on the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the 

BIE in 1994. According to this resolution, world exhibitions in the 21
st
 century are to be of real 

significance and long-term importance to the worldôs community. 

 

Czech participation as part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire: 

  

1904 Saint Louis 

 

Czechoslovak participation: 

  

1922/1923 Rio de Janeiro   1939/1940  New York 

1925  Paris    1939/1940  San Francisco 

1926  Philadelphia   1958  Brussels 

1929  Barcelona   1967  Montreal 

1933/1934 Chicago   1970  Osaka 

1935  Brussels   1992  Seville 

1937  Paris     

 

Czech Republicôs participation: 

  

1993 Taejon (Category II.) 

2000  Hannover 

2005 Aichi 

2010 Shanghai 

 

 

EXPO 2010 Shanghai – development 

 

In May 1999, Shanghai submitted its official candidature to the BIE and in December of that 

same year, the candidature obtained the public support of the Chinese Government during the 

General Assembly of the BIE. In May 2001, the EXPO 2010 organising board, together with 

Shanghai officials, held the first press conference for ambassadors and the foreign media,  

at which they familiarised all in attendance with the state of the preparations and asked for 

support of the Chinese candidature. Shanghai was presented as the symbol of ñNew Chinaò ï  

a progressive and modern metropolis symbolising the advances made by the entire nation. 

 

At its General Assembly in December 2002, the BIE voted Shanghai as the organiser and host  

of the EXPO 2010 General World Exhibition. The other candidates were the cities of Yeoso 

(South Korea), Wroclaw, Moscow, and the Mexican city of Queretara. The status of China as one 

of the most promising markets of the future certainly played a major role in the selection  



of the organising country. However, China also offered an exceptionally well-compiled project, 

which gives participating nations wide-ranging presentation opportunities. 

 

    

Appendix no. 2 

 

Composition of the Organising Board of the Commissioner General 

 

 

Name Position Address 
Ing. Helena Bambasov§ Deputy Minister Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic 

OndŚej ĻernĨ, PhD. Director National Theatre 

Ing. Milan Hovorka Deputy Minister Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic 

JiŚ² Janeļek Managing Director Czech Television 

Ing. V§clav Kas²k Managing Director Czech Radio 

Ing. Arch. ZdenŊk Lukeġ  Office of the President of the Czech Republic 

Marek PokornĨ Director Moravian Gallery in Brno 

Akad. arch. ing. Miroslav 

řepa  

  

Ing. Jarom²ļ Tal²Ś  Deputy Minister Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic 

Mgr. Adolf Toman   

Doc. Ing. CSc. JiŚ² Volf Advisor to the Minister Ministry of Finance of the Czech Republic 

 

 

 

       


